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Challenger’s
General Manager
To Be Recognized
By Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Dianne Speights, General Manager
of The Weekly Challenger

ST. PETERSBURG On Sunday, March 22 the
members of the St. Petersburg
Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc. will host their
Annual Finer Womanhood
Program. This program
provides the opportunity to
publicly recognize individuals
who have gone above and
beyond what is expected of
them when it comes to service
to the community, through
their professions and their
v o l u nteer activities. This
year’s honorees include Gypsy
Gallardo of the Power Broker
Magazine; Carrie Hepburn of
the Pinellas County Health
Department; and L. Dianne
S p e i ghts of The We ekly

C halle nger. T h e p ro g ram
begins at 4:00 p.m. at Bethel
A.M.E. Church, which is
located at 912 3 Ave. N., St.
Petersburg, Florida.
The keynote speaker for
the event is Ms. Carolyn P. Hill
from Tampa. The Florida A. &
M. University graduate earned
a Masters degree in
Elementary Education from
the University of Tampa and a
Masters degree in Educational
Leadership from Nova
Southeastern University. Her
career in the Hillsborough
County Schools has allowed
her to work with both children
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Left to right, Sidney Morgan, Humana Market President, Dr. Karen Brown-Dunlap,
Ursula Burns, Gypsy Gallardo, and St. Petersburg Chamber Chairman, Steve Raymund
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ST. PETERSBURG - Tyna
Middleton. Barbara Heck.
Gypsy Gallardo. Dr. Karen
Brown-Dunlap. Maria Emilia.
Ursula Burns. What do these
ladies have in common? These
are just a handful of the women
spotlighted at the 2009
Women’s Symposium hosted by

t h e S t . P e t e r s b u rg A r e a
Chamber of Commerce this past
Tu e s d a y a t t h e d o w n t o w n
Hilton Hotel.
This year’s symposium was
a bigger draw than usual for
African-Americans, as the
Chamber hosted keynote
speaker Ursula Burns, who is
President of the international
Xerox Corporation. Ursula’s

promotion marked no less than
three historic milestones.
In addition to becoming
America’s highest-ranking
black female Fortune 500
executive, she also became heir
apparent to the CEO position at
the corporation, and only the
second company “insider”
named to the Xerox Board of
Directors.

Once Ursula transitions to
the chief executive post, as is
expected when current CEO
Anne Mulcachy passes the
reins, Xerox will mark the first
woman-to-woman handoff in
the history of the Fortune 500.

BURNS

continued on pg. 3

Black Press Week To Celebrate,
Salute Obama Family, Civil Rights
Champions, Political Leader

BY. HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WASHINGTON (NNPA) –
Black Press Week, the annual celebration of the birth of the Black
Press of America, March 16,
1827, will salute America’s first
family, celebrate civil rights
champions and honor a political
pioneer during its annual
Newsmaker of the Year Award
Dinner March 19.
“Black Press Week promises
to be the most exciting ever,” says
Dorothy R. Leavell, chair of the
NNPA Foundation, unveiling this
year’s honorees, selected by
member publishers. “The pride of
our profession gladdens our
hearts as we acknowledge the
first African-American president

and replay the role of the Black
Press over these 182 years.”
The top honoree is the
Newsmaker of the year, which
will go to the entire first family of
President Barack Obama, in celebration of their historic impact on
America as a family and as public
servants. They include the
president, First Lady Michelle
Obama, and their daughters,
Sasha and Malia.
The year’s glitzy awards
reception and dinner will be held
March 19 at The Fairfax at
E m b a s s y R o w, a L u x u r y
Collection Hotel.
The Lifetime Achievement
Award will go to civil rights icon
the Rev. Joseph Lowery,
co-founder and former president
of the Southern Christian

Leadership Conference, who
recently rendered the benedictory
prayer at the presidential inauguration.
Two Outstanding Community
Service Awards will go to
Xernona Clayton, president and
CEO of The Trumpet Foundation,
and the Rev. Al Sharpton,
president and CEO of the
National Action Network, and
radio talk show host.
A special Political Leadership
Award will be given to U. S. Rep.
James Clyburn (D-S.C.), who, as
House majority whip, is an
example of the “wisdom and
influence that has been so closely
intertwined with the Black Press
over centuries of activism and
accomplishment,’’ says Leavell.
America’s first black newspaper,

President Obama, First Lady
Michelle, and daughters
Sasha and Malia

Freedom’s Journal, was founded
by Samuel Cornish and John B.
Russwurm in 1827 in New York
City.
During the Black Press Week
celebration, held this year March

CELEBRATE

continued on pg. 9
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

“I am where I am because
of the bridges that I crossed.
Sojourner Truth was a bridge.
Harriet Tubman was a bridge. Ida
B. Wells was a bridge. Madame C.
J. Walker was a bridge. Fannie
Lou Hamer was a bridge.’’ - Oprah
Winfrey
On Jan. 20 the nation crossed a
bridge into a new era, swearing in
African-American
the
first
president of the United States,
President Barack Obama.
Despite the excitement and
emotion elicited by this historic
moment and the progress he
has already made, for many
American’s the crossing of that
bridge is still filled with fear of
what lies ahead as our country
struggles through the worst
financial crisis of our times, wars
in the Middle East and unrest in
many parts of the world.
As an African-American
woman, I too am challenged by the
current economic crisis and global
strife. Yet, I am also optimistic
about this extraordinary time we
are experiencing and feel blessed
to have the opportunity to help
pave a new path for future generations.

nal black women to serve in his
Administration including: Susan
Rice, ambassador to the United
Nations; Valerie Jarrett, senior
advisor and assistant to the
president for intergovernmental
relations and public liaison;
Melody Barnes, director of the
White House Domestic Policy
Council; Lisa Jackson, administrator Environmental Protection
Agency; and Desiree Rogers,
White House social secretary.
Their cultural insight and
viewpoints will help ensure that
the concerns of women, especially
African-American women, are
addressed by the New
Administration.
Understanding the unique and
valuable perspective black women
have to offer on issues that
confront our community, the
National Coalition is proud to
launch the NCBCP Black
Women’s Roundtable “Whispering
Out Loud’’ Op-ed Series in partn e r s h i p w i t h t h e N N PA
Foundation. The kitchen table
conversations will be authored by
women from all walks of life and
provide insight and analysis on
critical issues that impact black
women, placing a special
emphasis on what black women
need and expect from the
new administration and 111th
Congress.

Contributors to the op-ed
series are an intergenerational
cadre of black women including:
Dr. Dorothy Height, chair and
president emeritus, National
Council of Negro Women; Mrs.
Evelyn Lowery, founder, SCLC
W.O.M.E.N.; Susan Taylor, editor
emeritus, Essence and founder
National CARES Mentoring
Movement; Dr. Leslie Baskerville,
president, NAFEO; Dr. Yvonne
Scruggs-Leftwich, senior professor,
National Labor College; Ms.
Felicia M. Davis, president, Just
Environment; Clayola Brown,
president, A. Philip Randolph
Institute; Ms. Nicole Lee,
president, TransAfrica Forum; Dr.
Elsie Scott, president, CBCF; Dr.
B a r b a r a Wil l i a m s S k i n n e r,
president, Skinner Leadership
Institute, and others dedicated to
economic justice, equality and
equity.
Black Women’s Roundtable,
an intergenerational civic engagement network of the National
Coalition on Black Civic
Participation, is at the forefront of
championing just and equitable
public policy on behalf of black
women, promoting their health
and wellness, economic security,
political and global empowerment
in the policy making arena as key
elements for success.

The Stimulus Bill has
just been passed and I have already
heard people state “Let’s hold
them accountable” or “Let’s see
what they do this time”.
That is the logic of a loser.
Frederick Douglas said it in 1862
that “Power concedes nothing
without a demand…you may not
get all that you pay for but you will
definitely pay for whatever you
get”.
Those words still hold true and
it is we, African-Americans, who
must collectively organize and
pursue our fair share of the act.
This is a chance to level the
playing field that has for too long
been tilted against us due to our
lack of organization and focus.
Elected officials will not and
cannot do this for us. They
legislate and must please special
interests, not the general interest.
Most of our politicians are
democrats and the orders come
directly from the Democratic
National Committee (DNC). The
interests of blacks will not be
settled there or at the RNC. It is
big money that rules there and we
don’t have big money. We have
votes but those can be manipulated
by big money. In the end, it is big
money that stirs our political

landscape.
The National Black Chamber
of Commerce will form at least
three committees to pursue these
opportunities. There will be a
Transportation Committee that
will monitor and be active in the
funds coming from the US
Department of Transportation –
namely infrastructure projects.
There will be an Energy
Committee that will do the same
regarding the mammoth funding
for energy related projects. The US
Department of Energy will expand
ten times within the next four
years and the opportunities will be
plenty.
Finally, we will form a Section
3 committee to monitor all monies
coming from the US Department
of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). All new jobs
coming from HUD funds must
comply with Section 3 of the HUD
Act.
That means that thirty percent
of all new jobs are to go to people
living in public housing or under
the poverty level. Ten percent of
all contracts are to be set aside for
Section 3 businesses (businesses
that hire Section 3 residents). In
1998, there were 5,000 recipients
of HUD funding and only 3 were
complying. The NBCC took this
on and today there are 1,300 in
compliance, which means we have

3,700 more to convert.
We will measure our progress
by the number of contracts
awarded and the number of jobs
produced. We commit to doing
whatever we can and encourage
other organizations and
community leaders to join in. It is
the only way it is going to get
done.
Traditionally, there are four
major obstacles to deal with. One
will be labor unions, particularly
construction unions, who have
made a science out of “cherry
picking” jobs in our urban areas
and assigning them to people who
live in suburban areas. Look at
your freeways in the morning and
evening and see all those people
coming into our communities to
work and to flee with the money at
the end of the day.
That’s why our unemployment
is more than double that of whites.
We need to deal with this.
Secondly, the Drug Trafficking
Industry will oppose our efforts.
Our intent is to employ people
who will live productive lives.
Their intent is to addict and poison
those same people and provide
them with “hell” on earth. We will
be going after their market share in
our communities.
The third opponent is the
Poverty Industrial Complex. This
group prospers from receiving
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NNPA COLUMNIST
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‘Whispering Out Loud’ Series
Marks Bridge To Change, Champions
Concerns Of Women
Since taking office, President
Obama signed the Economic
Recovery and Reinvestment Act,
which will create millions of jobs,
increase and extend unemployment insurance, and subsidize
hea lth ca re co v erag e fo r
nearly five million unemployed
Americans. President Obama also
challenged all of us that for this
new era to be successful, it will
require service, sacrifice and faith
of all Americans.
Of course, the ongoing
struggle for justice has
empowered African-American’s
with a unique understanding of the
sacrifice, service, and commitment necessary to overcome
adversity during hard times. And
historically, black women have
been the glue that held black
families together during turbulent
times.
We also are crossing a new
bridge in American History as we
now have the first AfricanAmerican First Lady, Michelle
Obama. The image of this moment
will positively impact our children
to believe they can be anything
they want t o b e i n cl u d i n g
President of the United States and
First Lady!
Further, as we celebrate this
National Women’s Month, it is
very insightful that President
Obama has tapped five phenome-

Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/CEO
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OPINION
BY MELANIE L.
CAMPBELL
NNPA SPECIAL
COMMENTARY

The Weekly Challenger

government funding to nurse and
baby sit the unemployed or those
living in poverty. They, too, do not
want to see success with the
Stimulus Bill, as it will cut into
their base for poverty pimping.
Finally, there is the Prison
Industrial Complex, which feeds
off the previous three.
They want these young adults
in jail and then going back to jail
once they are released. They make
money from criminal behavior and
lopsided justice. A productive,
working black population is their
worst nightmare.
We will structure strategic
plans for each committee and
report monthly. Our progress will
be posted on our website. It is our
prayer to change the culture of
African-Americans. This will only
happen when we decide to take
charge and do it for ourselves.
No one else is going to do it
and no one being paid by others
has the ability to make change. It
won’t be easy and those four
obstacles will fight back very hard.
But we have God on our side and
this time we won’t wait on others
to do something they cannot
possibly do or have never done.
It’s on us to seize the moment.
Look in the mirror and you will
find part of the solution. Yes we
can!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
United Urban Outreach
Presents Dorinda Clark Cole’s
First Regional Singers And
Musican’s Conference
United Urban Outreach
Presents Dorinda Clark Cole’s
1st Regional Singers
and Musican’s conference
featuring “The Clark Sisters”
and Kiki Sheard
Tampa-Grammy award
winning gospel superstars
“The Clark Sisters” and
Platinum selling child star
prodigy “KiKi” Sheard will
head line Dr. Dorinda Clark
Cole’s 1st Regional and
Singers Musicians Conference
in Tampa. The conference will
convene Friday, April 3 Sunday, April 5, at the 34th
Street Church of God located
3000 N. 34 St. Tampa. The
host pastor is Rev. Thomas
Scott, city council chairman
for Tampa. This conference is
one-of-a-kind in that it will
showcase the best in gospel
music and the fine arts from
around the country.
The lead sponsor and
organization presenting the
conference is United Urban
Outreach which is a 501©3
based out of Tampa. The
organization is committed to
providing a healthy and
balanced home environment
for teenage boys between the
ages of 13-18 years old
currently in the care of State of
Florida’s Foster Care system.
The CEO/Founder of the
organization Cepeda Mckay
says, “Some one has to care for
our young men. We focus on
education, employability, and
emotional stability to assist our
young men in being successful

BURNS

continued from front page

This year’s symposium
was significant not only
because of who Ursula is, but
also because of what she said
during her 30-minute talk. She
opened by recognizing her
mother, a single parent and
first-generation American
immigrant, as “the most
powerful person I’ve ever
known,” despite the fact that
she possessed neither money
nor social position.
The New York native also
steered clear of the typical
Boardroom-type
stump

when they are released from
our program, and we are
grateful for this opportunity to
continue sewing positive seeds
into the community and our
young men.”
The c onferen ce was
founded by Dr. Dorinda ClarkCole who is life long member
of the legendary Clark Sisters
and has held her national conference for 10 years strong.
Her goal was to create an
environment fo r s i n g ers ,
musicians, dancers, rappers,
and all individuals in the fine
arts arena and give them a
chance to receive mind
renewing instruction, take time
for spiritual-inventory and
reflection, and to meet and
network with other minstrels
across state and country. The
conference has 3 basic components workshops, the new artist
show case and nightly services.
The conference workshops
will explore various topics and
provide
biblically
based
instruc tions d es i g n ed t o
empower and equip God’s
minstrels with the topics
necessary to increase their
effectiveness in ministry. The
new artist showcase provides
an opportunity for unsigned
artist to showcase their talents,
gain exposure, and receive
constructive feed back from a
panel of music industry
experts. The national conference is 1 week but this regional
conference will be 3 days.
The night services will feature
the legendary “Clark Sisters”
spee ch. She n o t ed , fo r
example, tha t p eo p l e are
incorrect in asserting that her
gender and race had nothing to
do with her promotion. On the
contrary, Ursula delivered a
candid, and hopefully eyeopening, discussion about her
company’s 40-year history of
embracing diversity.
Indeed, Xerox’s strategy is
paying dividends. Ursula’s is
credited with helping the
company through an aggressive, multibillion-dollar turnaround plan that MONEY
Magazine referred to as “the
great turnaround story of the
post-crash era.”

Steve Marshall,
Conference Coordinator

Saturday night, and Kierra
“KiKi” Sheard along with the
Conference Mass choir under
the direction of Mrs. Jackie
C l ark C h i s h o l m , S u n d ay
ev en i n g . C h o i rs , g ro u p s ,
soloist, dancers, rappers, and
people from all over the
country are expected in attendance. The conference is being
coordinated by Minister Steve
Marshall.
Sp o n s o rs o f t h e 1 s t
Regional Singers and
Musicians Conference include
United
Urban
Outreach,
Making Mama Proud, Winn
Dixie, WRXB 1590 AM, The
Weekly Challenger, Big John’s
Barbecue and Fifth Third
Bank. For more information
you may visit www.unitedurban o u t reach . co m o r cal l
Steve Marshall, Conference
Coordinator at 727-244-8119
or Cepeda Mckay at 813-9001416. Proceeds will benefit
United Urban Outreach.

The symposium event
honored Dr. Teresa Bradley of
St. Anthony’s Hospital as
Business Woman of the Year.
Barbara Heck came away with
the top Community Service
Award for 2009. She is
president of the Council of
Neighborhood Associations,
which makes her responsible
for organizing the leadership
of nearly 100 neighborhood
groups throughout the City.
Barbara is also well known for
rolling up her sleeves to work
at the grassroots in areas like
Childs Park and Bartlett Park.
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Gantt
Report
THE

The tendency for African-Americans to be
reactionary has gotten out of hand with their
responses to the fallout regarding customer
vandalism of a book display that contained books
about President Barack Obama.
Someone placed a book about monkeys on
the Obama book display and Negroes are acting
like the Barnes & Nobles bookstore should be
put out of business because the wrongful book
placement occurred at a Barnes & Nobles
branch.
How misguided can black folk be?
The clowns and comedians on TV and radio
talk shows say derogatory and demeaning things
about black people all of the time and no one says
a word.
Anybody can move a book in a bookstore. If
our people read more books, bought more books
and visited more bookstores, they would know
that.
Barnes & Nobles weren’t criticized for not
hiring enough black employees, they weren’t
attacked for not utilizing more black vendors and
they weren’t scolded for not carrying enough
black titles. Barnes & Nobles is facing losing
business because a racist changed a book display
allegedly without their knowledge or permission.
Let me say two things.
Any president can be a target of criticism.
Any president can be cartooned. Any president
can be the butt of jokes, including President
Barack Obama. It seems we want our
Constitutional right of free speech but we are not
free to say anything, perceived or real, about

BY LUCIUS GANTT

Barack Obama.
Secondly, inappropriate or unfair attacks on
white bookstores hurt black authors and publishers more than it hurts President Obama. Its hard
for black authors to get black folk to buy black
books as it is. If we have people saying don’t by
books where racists have access to book displays,
black people wouldn’t be able to shop in any
bookstore in the world!
My latest book is about animals too. I wrote
about the slimy degenerate beast so I guess my
book shouldn’t be near an Obama book either.
The only thing that I saw that Barnes &
Nobles did wrong was to delay their response to
the public outcry. It seemed the company lacked
sensitivity to how black people feel about false
and misleading Internet messages and unexplained photos distributed on the Internet.
But I think black people overreacted too.
Many of us chose to complain about the book
display that never complain about equal rights
and justice issues, about financial abuse, lack of
affordable housing or other issues that are much
more important to our survival and progress.
Its good to complain but when we complain
about events that we are ignorant about it makes
us look trifling and trivial.
Don’t worry so much about bad book
displays that have since been fixed or corrected.
Join me in standing up and speaking out about
the devilish beast! (Gantt’s book “Beast Too:
Dead Man Writing can be ordered at Barnes &
Nobles and other bookstores worldwide. Contact
Lucius at www.allworldconsultants.net.

Former New Jersey Mayor,
Alex Haak Running For Mayor
In St. Petersburg
Why am I running for
Mayor of St. Petersburg?
The criteria used by most
candidates is almost unbelievable to me. One wants and said,
and I quote; “I want to be the
first black mayor”
Another one wants to raise
1.5 million dollars, of your
money, while he is a millionaire. He made his money with
his family paint factory. Well I
do not think running a city, is
like running a paint factory. If I
raised a 1.5 million in today’s
economy, I would feed the
needy or help the ones without a
job.
Another wants Mayor Rick
Baker to look at Bay Walk, and
it’s problems, while he is on
the Council, he should look
himself.
Again another thinks she
should be it, because she is a
lawyer and came in second the
last time, there also; city
running experience, Nada.
Some others like to run, for
the sake of running; to them it
seems like a nice job and title to
have.
Let me make my position
very clear; I do not want to buy
the position to the mayors
office, I’d like to run on my own
merits and that is being of
service to my country and communities, what I have done
faithfully since 1952 during the
Korean war and my hitch in the
US Army. I feel as a foreign
born (I was born in the
Netherlands), I owe this country
everything I have and strongly
believe in President Kennedy’s
words, “not what your country

can do for you, but what you can
do for your country”
I’d like to run, first and
foremost, because having the
experience as a former Mayor
and schooled in City Planning
and Economics in Business,
s e c o n d l y ; w i t h t o d a y ’s
economic problems, we should
not use City Hall as a practice
ground, it will be hands on
beginning day one. I will inherit
outstanding departments and all
they need is understanding,
harmony and encouragement.
The mayor position is to lead be
a liaison between the council, its
chair and the public.
I believe that if you have a
degrading comment, you better
have a better plan, before you
speak.
The mayor Rick Baker has
done a commendable job for the
city. There will always be ones
that feel differently, no matter
what he did right.
I feel I have an edge;
besides being a former mayor,
and a world traveler, many of
my ideas come from seeing and
witnessing what people do, not
only in other countries, but in
our own wide spectrum. That is
how I came back with a plan
for garbage separation, after
visiting the Netherlands in
1974, the first such plan,
according to the New York
Times.
I know our city has a master
plan, like any other, but I have
questions about them, when I
hear about the Pier and BayWalk problems, that means we
are working with a incomplete
plan.

Alex Haak

The most nat rouges plan I
heard of to date is the one about
the stadium. How they could
even suggest the waterfront, to
me, is mind-boggling. I believe
we shouldn’t (because of our
economic problems) stop to
think about a new stadium, for
the next four years, but proceed
with the securing of potential
property to build the stadium
on, now is the time to buy and
not to build, no matter how
many Championships we will
win and I am a season ticket
holder.
I strongly believe that our
city has the potential of
becoming and has the making of
a great tourist paradise. I foresee
not only hundreds of jobs, but it
would be in millions of dollars.
I am working on my own master
plan, and one without
taxpayer’s money. I will release
it before the election. Once
again our restaurants, hotels,
motels and our city overall, will
prosper. Like I said, “do not
criticize unless you have a
better plan.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Congratulations To
Aquil Girls
By
Cherin L. Stover

Bank On St. Petesburg The
On Ramp For Building Wealth
ST. PETERSBURG - A
resident of St. Petersburg
may find it more convenient
to go to a near-by check
cashing business to handle
his or her basic financial
transactions than to a bank or
credit union. The location
may be handy; the hours of
operation may be convenient. The person realizes that
there are fees involved along
with the convenience, but
what that person may not
realize is that, when added
t o g e t h e r, t h o s e c h e c k
cashing fees may amount to
five to seven percent of his
income. That is a staggering
statistic. Imagine the difference in the possibilities,
plans for the future, simply
meeting day-to-day needs
that five to seven percent of
one’s income would provide.
People often aren’t
aware of just how critical, to
their lives, it is to have a
banking relationship. It is
t hat r elationship tha t
provides the on ramp to
building wealth. Among
hous eholds lac king a
checking account, 52 percent
include at least one full time
worker; using a non-bank
check casher costs the
household an average of $40
per payroll check. These
workers could potentially
save as much as $40,000
over their career by relying
on a low cost checking
account versus alternative
services to perform their
basic financial service needs.
The exciting news for
city residents is that there is
a new City of St. Petersburg
initiative that will make it
possible for the estimated
18,300 unbanked households to enter the financial
mainstream as a first step to
financial independence,
security, asset building and
wealth generation.
Bank on St. Petersburg is
a new joint effort between:
the City of St. Petersburg,
t h e We a l t h B u i l d i n g
Coalition, Federal Reserve
Bank, Project Prosper and

SPEIGHTS

continued from front page

and adults as a teacher and
administrator from kindergarten
through junior college. She
recently retired from her
position as school principal, but
she has returned as a mentor to
teachers and new administrators. Ms. Hill is also an adjunct
professor at the Hillsborough
Community College, and she
serves on numerous community
boards and committees.
An active member of New
H o p e M is s ionar y B aptist
Church in Tampa, Ms. Hill has

the Federal Deposit
Insurance C o rp o rat i o n
(FDIC). A variety of governmental, community-based,
financial and social service
organizations
will
be
involved in this program
which is based on the successful Bank on San
Francisco pilot project. In
the two years of its
existence, Bank on San
Francisco has seen almost
25,000 unbanked residents
open and actively use low or
no cost checking accounts.
The National League of
Cities has taken the Bank on
San Francisco program and
used it as a model to roll out
a dditiona l p ro g ram s i n
several cities across the
nation. This year, the City of
St. Petersburg will be one of
six cities that the National
League of Cities will work
with on the Bank on
program.
City Councilman Karl
Nurse became aware of the
program while attending a
National League of Cities
conference. “It’s not very
often that you can increase
people’s standard of living
by 5 percent” he noted, and
“every bit counts” especially
during this time of economic
difficulty. After hearing from
Councilman Nurse, Mayor
B aker e nth u s i as t i cal l y
supported the program. The
Mayor’s office invited representatives of financial institutions to meet with the
Mayor and Councilman
Nurse to learn about the
program and to provide
input on vari o u s b an k
products and services that
might meet the needs of the
communities targeted by
Bank on St. Petersburg. The
Mayor assured the 100 representatives of financial
institutions, nonprofits and
the City in attendance at the
initial meeting that the City
of St. Petersburg is
committed to the success of
the program and to bringing
financial education and
security to its citizens.

taught Sunday School, sung in
the choir, directed the Baptist
Training Union, served on the
Pastor’s Aid Board, and chaired
the Education Committee. She
is an active member of the
Temple Terrace chapter of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Phi
Delta Kappa, Kappa Delta Phi,
the
International
Reading
Association, the Hillsborough
Math Council, and other organizations. Come out to hear her
expound on why we must
“Commit to Serve in a Changed
Society.”
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
is a community service, action-

Research shows that the
majority of these unbanked
households are clustered in
lower socio-economic
nei g h b o rh o o d s . P eo p l e
remain unbanked for a
variety of reasons, including:
fear of minimum balance
requirements since they live
paycheck-to-paycheck;
mismanagement of past
accounts; fear of stringent
identification requirements;
cultural distrust of financial
institutions; or basic lack of
knowledge of the products
that are available at mainstream financial institutions.
Bank on St. Petersburg
seeks to bring the City’s
unbanked population into
the financial mainstream by
tailoring bank products to
meet the financial needs of
the
population,
raising
awareness in the unbanked
community about the
benefits of opening and
running a transactional bank
acco u n t , an d p ro v i d i n g
quality accessible financial
education to this population
to ensure that the opening of
the account is only the first
step in their move toward
financial security for their
families.
The Wealth Building
Coalition is pleased to be
part of this important initiative and will be offering
town hall forums to provide
information and to receive
input from residents as Bank
on St. Petersburg moves
forward. Please contact the
Sanderlin Center at 727-3219444 for information.
The Wealth Building
Coalition/Pinellas Prosperity
Campaign promotes and
expands economic and assetbuilding opportunities for
low and moderate-income
h o u s eh o l d s t h ro u g h o u t
Pinellas County, including
EITC (Earned Income Tax
Credit) and free tax preparat i o n . We a l t h B u i l d i n g
Coalition is supported by
JWB Children’s Services
Council and The Weekly
Challenger.

oriented organization that is
headquartered in Washington.
Founded in 1920, the organization was established with the
ideals of finer womanhood,
scholarship, sisterly love, and
community services.
It
continues to embody those
ideals today as the more than
200, 000 members follow
through on their national ZHOPE (Zetas Helping Other
People Excel) programs to
benefit their communities in
activities that promote the
health and enhancement of the
mind, the body, and the spirit.

Special congratulations to my granddaughters. All four girls made the honor roll during
the last grading period. Shown left to right are eight-year-old second graders Aminah
Mahasin, Aaliyah Maryam, Akilah Marguerite and ten-year-old fifth grader Ashley Aisha.
Their parents are Askia Muhammad Aquil and Lunique Aquil.
Your Grandfather, Louis Williams

Yvonne C. Reed Christian
School Students Visit
Bethune-Cookman University

First Row: Tiyanah Reddick, Zephaniah Richardson, DeAndre Speights,
Khaliq Blackman, Dr. Rebecca Walker Steele, Samuel Williams,
Herman Jones, Michael Wright, Ahmad DeBose, Jordan Henderson.
Second Row: Ashanae Maduro, Mr. Anthony DeBose,
Aliyah Eberhart, Mrs. Yvonne C. Clayton, Mrs. Barbara Anders,
T’Shyra Johnson, Damesha Everett, Ms. Debra Woodard.
BY DEBRA WOODARD
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG -The
fourth grade class of Yvonne
C. Reed Christina School, Inc.
selected
Bethune-Cookman
University, Daytona Beach,
FL and the surrounding area as
the yearly educational field
trip to supplement the theme
“My State Florida” lessons.
This course study emphasizes
our state’s history, geography
and important historical sites.
On Feb. 20 and 21
fourteen students began the
state studies with and impressive
tour
of
BethuneCookman’s campus classrooms, dorms, library exhibits
along with many interesting
sights around the campus. The

group prepared great questions
for B-CU students as they
learned about college life
during an enjoyable lunch in
the cafeteria. The unforgettable part of the tour was the
time spent listening to the
Bethune-Cookman Concert
Chorale under the direction of
Dr. Rebecca Walker Steele.
The chorale performed several
selections and engaged the
students with an interactive
song with lots of fun and
dancing. The rehearsal was
highlighted as former students
of Dr. Steele, Mrs. Yvonne
Reed Clayton (founder and
administrator of YCR) and
Mrs. Barbara Anders, traveled
to enjoy this eventful occasion
with the chorale. The day
ended with a soulful dinner at

Sherry’s Buffet on the beach.
The final visits carried
students back in history as they
experienced hands-on grinding
of sugar cane for making syrup
at the Black Heritage Museum
in New Smyrna Beach which
is founded and operated by
Jimmy and Mary Harrell.
Likewise, the extraordinary
exhibits of the museum in
DeLand, provided a remarkable end to the “My State
Florida” tour.
Parents/Chaperones
included Anthony and
Bridgette DeBose, Shaleisha
Wr i g h t , U r s u l a B r y a n t ,
Lakendra Black, Debra
Wo o d a r d – Te a c h e r, a n d
Valerie Williams – Tour guideCoordinator.

Try A Free Recreation Class

Looking for something to
do? Over 100 classes are
offered at City of St.
Petersburg’s 17 recreation
facilities. Just about anything
you are interested in to enhance
your quality of life is here for

you. This includes martial arts,
fitness and exercise, dance,
language, music, arts and
crafts, and much, much more.
Try one free class or observe a
class before you join. For
current list of classes and

locations check out
www.stpete.org/recreation/ind
ex.asp or call 727-893-7441 for
details. For North Shore
Aquatic Complex yoga,
pilates, aerobics, gymnastics
classes call 727-893-7727.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bayfront Hosts
FREE Health And Wellness Expo

ST. PETERSBURG - Join
expert physicians from
Bayfront Medical Center to
learn how to enhance your performance and prevent injuries,
Saturday, March 14, during the
Bayfront Sports Medicine
Health & Wellness Expo.
H e r e ’s t h e s e m i n a r
rundown held at Bayfront’s
Sheen Conference Center, 701
6 St. S., St. Petersburg:
At 10:30 a.m., Dr. Arnold
Ramirez, Director of
Bayfront’s Sports Medicine
Fellowship Program, will talk
about “Maintaining A
Successful Running Program.”
Whether you are running your

first race or taking your running
program to the next level, Dr.
Ramirez will offer strategies to
reach your goals successfully.
At noon, Dr. George
Canizares, Orthopaedic Surgeon
and Sports Medicine Specialist,
will talk about “Keeping Your
Knees and Joints Healthy.”
Runners depend on healthy
joints to maintain their active
lifestyle. Dr. Canizares will
offer tips to keep your joints in
top shape, and discuss options
for athletes who are experiencing pain or recovering from
injury.
Over a two-day period
(March
13-14),
Bayfront

All-You-Can-Eat
Pancakes
Made By The Mayor
The Harbordale YMCA will
be hosting its Seventh Annual
Mayor’s Pancake Breakfast and
celebrating the Harbordale
Neighborhood Associations 20th
Anniversary on March 28, from
8:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the
Harbordale YMCA, 2421 4th St.
S, St. Petersburg.
Mayor Baker will be in
attendance serving up all-youcan eat pancakes, sponsored by
International House of Pancakes.
There will also be carnival
games, face painting, a bounce
house, children’s activities and
demonstrations from the Family
Service Center, prizes and
giveaways. Not to mention the
St. Petersburg Fire Department
and K-9 Unit will be on hand.
This event is open to the
public and families throughout
the local community are encouraged to attend. Tickets to enjoy
all-you-can-eat pancakes are
available. Call 727-894-9348 to

Mayor Rick Baker

purchase tickets.
This event is to celebrate the
Seventh Anniversary of the
Harbordale YMCA and 20th
Anniversary of the Harbordale
Neighborhood Association. To
recognize this as Mayor Bakers
last Pancake Breakfast with the
Harbordale YMCA and his commitment to the community. Also,
to bring city officials, local
business leaders, and community
members together to share a
meal and strengthen relationships with one another.

Medical Center will welcome
hundreds of runners and
community members to its
campus where participants can
register for the annual Bay to
Bay Race, hear from sports
medicine doctors and visit
vendors. Then, March 15 race
day, Bayfront will have the
medical tent at the finish line.
The race will feature a 5K and
12K event with a course that
starts at the beach and weaves
around downtown St.
Petersburg. To learn more
about the race, visit www.runbaytobay.com.
For more than 100 years,
Bayfront Medical Center – a

5 0 2 - b e d , n o t - f o r- p r o f i t ,
teaching hospital in St.
Petersburg – has responded to
the healthcare needs of West
Coast residents. Bayfront is
also home to Bayflite – the
largest hospital-based flight
program in the Southeastern
United States that brings lifesav i n g t r a u m a c a r e t o
th o u s a n d s i n a 1 5 - c o u n t y
region. Bayfront provides comprehensive services in: trauma
and emergency care;
orthopaedics; obstetrics and
gynecology; cardiology; neurosciences; rehabilitation and
cancer care. For more information, visit www.Bayfront.org.

Mainsail Arts
Festival Seeking
Volunteers
ST. PETERSBURG The 34th Annual Mainsail
Arts Festival seeks volunteers to assist during the twoday show to be held in Vinoy
Park, on St. Petersburg’s
downtown waterfront April
18 and 19. Volunteers are
needed to fill 2 1/2–hour
shifts between 9 a.m. and 7
p.m. Saturday and between
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Sunday.
Each y ear h u n d red s
of volunteers contribute
thousands of hours of their
time to produce the juried
arts and entertainment event.
One of Florida’s most prestigious outdoor art festivals,
Mainsail is ranked by
Sunshine Artist Magazine
among the “100 Best” fine
art shows in the nation. The
Mainsail
Arts
Festival
features 250 artists from
across the nation exhibiting

their finest original art work,
top name entertainment both
days, the Young at ARt
student show, Kids Create art
tent, and a “culinary arts”
food court, attracting more
than 90,000 visitors.
Volunteer assignments
include selling beverages,
souvenir t-shirts and posters
on April 18 and 19. If you
wish to help, please call Ann
Vickstrom, volunteer coordinator, at 727-823-0739. The
volunteer application participation form is also available
online at www.mainsailartsfestival.org. Volunteers will
be sent a confirmation of
their assigned date and time.
Mainsail is co-sponsored
by the city of St. Petersburg,
The St. Petersburg Times,
Junior League of St.
Petersburg
and
Clear
Channel Outdoor.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday thru Sunday, March 13 to 15 - St. Pete Cajun
Zydeco Crawfish Festival, Vinoy Park. Celebrating the
culture of Southwest Louisiana with food, music, and
plenty of dancing. 10,000 lbs. of crawfish, dancing
pavilion, fiery foods, arts and crafts and activity kid's tent.
www.cajunconnection.org
Saturday, March 14 - Special Olympics Area 6 Summer
Games, Lakewood High School, 1400 54 Ave. S. 8:30 registration. 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Over 500 athletes participate in
Olympic style events of soccer, track and field, bocce, volleyball and tennis. Parade of athletes, opening ceremony
activities and lighting of the Special Olympics "Flame of
Hope" cauldron and award ceremonies follow events.
Olympic Village area with games and entertainment.
www.sopinellas.com or 727-462-1556.
Saturday, March 14 - Spa Beach Splash and Kite Festival,
Pier Aquarium, Roy G. Harrell, Jr. Education Station and
Spa Beach. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free, fun marine discovery
day and kiteflying. www.pieraquarium.org or 727-895-7437.
Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CLASSIFIED

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

Burial Spaces

$990

Cremation Niches

$990

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available
5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

WE CAN HELP!!!

Serving the community since 1950

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

727-393-4617

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

Danner Construction Company, Inc.
is soliciting subcontractors that are certified through
the City of St. Petersburg S.B.E. to bid on project

Oberly & Washington Terrace Pumping Station Improvements.
Plans are available at the Tampa Builders Exchange
or contact Danner Construction.

Bids are due by 11 am on March 19, 2009.

Please call 813 969-2343 or
fax 813 969-2413 for questions.

WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM DIABETES- HEART DISEASE OR CANCER?
GUM DISEASE COMPLICATES MANAGEMENT OF THESE DISEASES AND IT ALSO
CAUSES *INFECTION* TOOTH SHIFTING* BLEEDING AND SWOLLEN GUMS* DIGESTION
PROBLEMS*BAD BREATH* PROPER TREATMENT OF GUM DISEASE WILL NOT ONLY IMPROVE
YOUR BLOOD SUGAR LEVELS, APPEARANCE AND TASTE, BUT YOUR TOTAL BODY HEALTH.

$99 New Patient Special:
Includes Comprehensive Exam, Full mouth X-Rays,
Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer Screening,
Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

Or take $25.00 off any one of these services
*White Fillings*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Extractions*
*Root Canals*
*Crowns & Bridges*

*Sedation Dentistry*
*Implants*
*Dentures/Partials*
*Gum Treatment*
* Veneers*

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
One hour whitening $299.00 includes take home trays.

Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave., Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

w w w. t h e w e e k l y c h a l l e n g e r. c o m

727-321-7880
*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Turning Children Into Good
Readers By Starting Early

S TAT E P O I N T - Nearly
every child can become a successful reader, but parents
need to focus on this skill early
on, from the time their
children are babies.
So says new research from
the National Early Literacy
Panel.
As the organization that
directed the research, the
National Center for Family
Literacy (NCFL) is providing
free tips and activities for
parents to practice with their
kids.
The National Early
Literacy Panel analyzed more
than 3000 studies on early
childhood literacy to
determine which critical skills
le a d to f utur e ac ademic
success.
“For the first time ever
we’ve been able to identify
early literacy skills that lead to
later reading success,” said
Sharon Darling, president and
founder of the NCFL. “Now
parents can use these skills to
help hone their child’s reading
ability.”
These key skills include
alphabet knowledge;
awareness of the individual
sounds of words; rapid naming
of letters, numbers, objects
and colors; the ability to write,
including a child writing his or
her name; and oral language.
The experts at the NCFL
have translated these findings
into everyday activities that

parents can perform with
young children:
- Shower Your Baby With
Words. Even though he may
not understand, he stores the
sounds. Soon he’ll be able to
put sounds and words together
and speak. Talk about what
you and your child are doing
throughout th e d ay. F o r
example, describe activities
like changing your child’s
diaper, feeding your child, or
giving her a bath.
- Words + Words = More
Words! As your baby begins to
spe ak, encou rag e h i m b y
a dding extra wo rd s . F o r
example, if your child points
to his toy and says, “Truck,”
add some words. “Yes, that’s
your big, red truck!”
- What Is This? Make a
picture game using photos of
things your child sees at home.
Find pictures in magazines —
chairs, teddy bears, foods, etc.
Hand your child a picture and
ask him if he knows what it is.
When he says the word, have
him find the object and lead
you to it. This increases your
child’s vocabulary and gives
him practice using symbols.
- Reading and Sharing.
Preschoolers aged three-tofive are ready to be your
reading partner. Read books
aloud, asking questions about
what is happening in the story
and the pictures.
- R hyme Ti m e. R ead
rhyming stories with pre-

schoolers and recite nursery
rhymes. Pause at the end of
lines and let your child fill in
th e rh y m i n g wo rd . T h i s
encourages children to listen
carefu l l y t o t h e d i fferen t
sounds.
- My Name Is Special!
Children are fascinated by the
letters in their names. Playing
word games with these letters
can get them learning about
language. Write the letters on
paper, cut them apart and put
them in an envelope. Let your
child pull out the letters and
put them in order. Look for
things in your home that start
with that letter or the first letter
of her name.
- My ABCs. Look for ABC
books that match your child’s
interests — animals, foods,
children’s names, machines.
You can also help your child
make her own alphabet book.
You could start by looking for
one picture for each letter in
her name.
- Book Time. Point out the
title and the illustration on the
cover. Read the title and
author’s name out loud. Let
your child turn the pages.
Follow along with the text,
running your finger under
words. Learning how books
wo rk are i m p o rt an t s t ep s
toward learning to read.
For more tips and activities, visit www.famlit.org/cultivatingreaders.

Forum On Federal Stimulus
And Opportunities For
Minority Business Scheduled

ST. PETERSBURG -The
St. Petersburg Branch NAACP
invites the public to attend a
forum on March 17 at 7:00
p.m. regarding the Federal
Stimulus and opportunities for
minority business participation
on the Florida Department of
Transportation development,
housing and job training initiatives. A panel of experts from
the City of St. Petersburg,
Urban League, Equal
Opportunity Offices and local
business associations will be
in attendance and provide
detailed analysis on the impact
of the federal stimulus on the
state and local community. An
opportunity to understand how

to access information, acquire
contracts, examine minority
business and economic
analysis, job training, housing
assistance, and review the key
components of the legislation
as it relates to the State of
Florida and the nation will be
discussed. Seating is limited
at the St. Petersburg NAACP
Branch located at 1501 16 St.
S. in the heart of Midtown.
All interested persons should
RSVP to the local NAACP
branch at 727-898-3310 by
March 16. Refreshments will
be served and early arrival is
encouraged. T h e co n t act
persons for the NAACP Forum
are Askia Aquil, NAACP

Housing Chair and Oretha
Pope, Jr. Economic
Development Chair.
The Florida Department of
Transportation will also host a
forum for minority business
opportunities in Tampa March
13 at USF. Their link to
the economic stimulus and
DBE program is available
at the following DOT link
www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/e
conomicstimulus/
Additional information for
registering for this event can
be obtained by accessing information to the DOT link to
DBE Programs. Minority contractors are strongly encouraged to attend both events.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church “God’s House in the City”
under the leadership of our soldier of
the cross, and drum major for justice,
Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community to join us as
we communicate Gods’ Word at
10:00 a.m. worship service on
Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
and Bible Study and Teen Summit
Wednesday evening, at 7:00. We also
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
People-centered,
Christ-centered,
Team-centered and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel Metropolitan for all
ages and interests.

Are you looking for Financial Independence or just a little EXTRA CASH?
Would you love to spend more time with positive and uplifting people?
Come out and learn how to BECOME A MORE BEAUTIFUL YOU!

Wednesdays 7 - 9 p.m.
Fridays 6 - 9 p.m.
Saturdays 10 - 12:30 p.m.
R.S.V.P. BY CALLING
Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144

Missionary Gene Murdock

3:30-6:30 p.m. for middle and high
school students. Tutoring in Reading,
Math, Writing, FCAT, and SAT/ACT.
For information and applications
contact Bethel Metropolitan Church
office at 727-327-0554. GET THE
HELP YOUR CHILD NEED!!
Seeking Wisdom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009. Proverbs
3:13, 9:10-11 James 1:5 w

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31 St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712
“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
The Season of Lent (Part Two)
We agreed on last week that “The
Lenten Season” is like a roller coaster
ride. In the forty days of Lent (not
counting Saturdays), we experience
the temptation of Jesus and remember
our own. We recognize in the rapidly
rising hopes of a triumphal entry
some of our own expectations and
hopes for a world of peace and love.
But then comes Holy Week, and we

see so many of those hopes dashed to
their death. A somber time to be sure,
moreover in Lent we remember that
each Sunday of the years is a little
Easter. Therefore we take courage,
our hearts grow strong, and we are
determine to throw our lives into the
struggle on the side of peace, justice
and love.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday at 7:45 and 10:45 a.m.

We are believers in Christ who
are reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved
and teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the love of Christ.
Weekly Activities
Weekly Meditation on WRXB at
6:45 a.m. Tune in to hear Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Wednesday, Noon Day
Bible Study, 6:30 p.m., Intercessory
Prayer, 7:00 p.m., Evening Bible
Study
Pl ease vi si t our websi t e at
w w w. f m b c t h e s h i p . o rg / E : M a i l :
fmbc3300@verizon.net Phone: 727906-8300.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and Trustees,
and the entire congregation of St.
Mark, extends to the community at
large, its wishes that there would be an
overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events
March 14 - Pastor’s Aid at 11:00
March 15 - Men in Harmony
Concert at 4:00 p.m. Come out and
hear some of the best male choruses in
St. Petersburg

March 16-21 - Progressive M&E
Baptist
State
Convention
in
Eatonville, FL
March 25-27 - Congress No. 2
hosted by First Baptist Institutional
Church, Palmetto. Rev. Fred Brown,
Pastor.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study

is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Neighbors Involved in Kids
Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to all
school age children ever Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 6:30 p.m. CLOSED FOR THE
HOLIDAYS
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6:15 - 7:30 p.m. all
Ages: Reading Specialist; Free
computer class for children and youth.
In addition, there is tutorial assistance
for Math (Algebra and Geometry) and
Senior Focus for all High School
Seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance
with college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for use on Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings from 5:30 - 7:30.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT,
ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to our
weekly services and events.
Early Morning Service, 7:45;
Sunday School, 9:15 (Classes for all
ages); Mid-Morning Service, 10:30.
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H. (PRAYER
+UNDERSTANDING =
HELP)

IT’S YOUR CHANCE TO RECEIVE A FREE MAKEOVER,
HAVE SOME FUN, RECEIVE FREE GIFTS & LEARN MORE
ABOUT A PHENOMENAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!

The Mother’s Ministry will be
hosting a Seminar Saturday, March 14
from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The theme is
“Fellowship of Women professing
Godliness in a Changing World.” The
speaker for the occasion is Carole
Alexander, Executive Director of St.
Petersburg Pregnancy Center. Join
them for an informative and innovative discussion.
The Mission Ministry annual
“Evening In White” will be held
Sunday, March 15, at 4:00 p.m.
Missionary Gene Murdock is the
speaker for this praise and worship
experience. Missionary Murdock
has traveled worldwide in her mission
work. She was commissioned last
June as Field Personnel with
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of
Atlanta. She will serve as English
teacher in India, in the village of
Pune, of only 2.6 million people
teaching women and children in the
Banjara Communities. You are
invited to share and help us lift up the
name of Jesus!
THE NIA PROJECT TUTORIAL
PROGRAM, Tuesday and Thursday,

SPIRITUAL

Wednesday Evenings 6:30 – 7:30,
Prayer; 7:30-8:30 Bible Study (Adults
& Youth); Thursday, 11:00 a.m Prayer
Band, 6:30 p.m Mass Choir Rehearsal
UPCOMING EVENTS
SPRING REVIVAL, March 2527, Rev. Kevin Adams, Guest
Revivalist, Olivet Baptist Church,
Chattanooga, Tennessee. Come and
hear this powerful man of God!
SPRING HOPE INSTITUTE
“LOVE BOAT” Classes for
everyone: single, divorced, widowed,

or married! (Mark your calendars
now) April 22 –24, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
“FLAME” CONCERT
April 25, “FLAME” has released
three albums, garnered nominations
from the Dove, Stellar, and
GRAMMY Awards and was honored
by the Holy Hip-Hop Association for
his invaluable service, sacrifice, labor
and contributions to the music
industry.

New Mount Olive
Primitive Baptist Church
New Mount Olive Primitive
Baptist Church, 3001 18 Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.
Everyone is cordially invited to
share in the observance of our
pastoral family’s first anniversary celebration on Saturday and Sunday,
March 14—15. We will have a

reception Saturday at 6:30 p.m. The
celebration will end Sunday afternoon
at 4:00 p.m.
Reverend Timothy Lancaster,
pastor of Greater Grand Central
Missionary Baptist Church of St.
Petersburg will bring the sermon
Sunday morning at 11:00, and Elder

Alfonso Ware and New Shiloh
Primitive Baptist Church of St.
Petersburg will be our guest at 4:00
p.m.
We are expecting a glorious time
as we lift the name of Jesus. It would
be great to have you come and fellowship with us.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.

BLACK HISTORY
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Dorothy Height

Dorothy Irene Height, born
March 24, 1912, is an
African-American administrator,
educator, social activist, and a
recipient of the Congressional
Gold Medal.
Height was born in
Richmond, Virginia. At an early
age, she moved with her family to
Rankin, Pennsylvania. While in
high school, Height was awarded
a scholarship to Barnard College
for her oratory skills; however,
upon arrival, she was denied
entrance. At the time, Barnard
admitted only two AfricanAmericans per academic year and
Height had arrived after the other
two had been admitted. After this
disappointment, she subsequently
pursued studies at New York
University, where she earned her
Master's Degree in psychology.
Years later, at its 1980
commencement ceremonies, the
Barnard College awarded Height
its highest honor, the Barnard
Medal of Distinction. According
to an article written in the New
York Amsterdam News by author
Jamal E. Watson, Barnard
College also officially apologized
to Height for their refusal to admit
her into the college.
The musical stageplay “If
This Hat Could Talk,” based on
her memoirs “Open Wide The
Freedom Gates,” opened in the

summer of 2005 and is currently
on tour. It showcases her unique
perspective on the civil rights
movement and details many of
the behind-the-scenes figures/
mentors who shaped her life,
including Mary McLeod Bethune
and Eleanor Roosevelt.
Height started working as a
caseworker with the New York
City Welfare Department and, at
the age of twenty-five, she began
a career as a civil rights activist
when she joined the National
Council of Negro Women. She
fought for equal rights for both
African-Americans and women,
and in 1944 she joined the
national staff of the YWCA. She
also served as National President
of Delta Sigma Theta, Sorority
Incorporated from 1946-1957.
She remains active with Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority. While
there she developed leadership
training programs and interracial
and
ecumenical
education
programs.
In 1957, Height was named
president of the National Council
of Negro Women, a position she
held until 1997. During the height
of the civil rights movement of
the 1960s, Height organized
"Wednesdays in Mississippi",
which brought together black and
white women from the North and
South to create a dialogue of
understanding. American leaders
regularly took her counsel,
including First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt, and Height also
encouraged President Dwight
D. Eisenhower to desegregate
schools and President Lyndon B.
Johnson to appoint AfricanAmerican women to positions in
government. In the mid 1960s,
Height wrote a column entitled
“A Woman's
Word”
for
the weekly African-American
newspaper, the New York

Amsterdam News. Her first
column appeared in the March
20, 1965 issue.
Height has served on a
number of committees, including
as a consultant on African affairs
to the Secretary of State, the
President's Committee on the
Employment of the Handicapped,
and the President's Committee on
the Status of Women. In 1974,
Height was named to the National
Council for the Protection of
Human Subjects of Biomedical
and Behavioral Research, which
published The Belmont Report
a response to the infamous
“Tuskegee Syphillis Study” and
an international ethical touchstone for researchers to this day.
She has received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the Franklin
Delano Roosevelt Freedom From
Want Award and the Spingarn
Medal from the NAACP. She has
also been inducted into the
National Women's Hall of Fame.
In 2002, scholar Molefi Kete
Asante listed Dorothy Height on
his list of 100 Greatest AfricanAmericans.
In 2004, she was awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal by
President George W. Bush on
behalf of the United States
Congress.
Dr. Height is currently, at age
96, the Chairperson of the
Executive Committee of the
Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights, the largest civil rights
organization in the USA. She was
an honored guest and seated
among the dignitaries at the inauguration of President Barack
Obama on Jan. 20. She also sang
the national anthem.
Every year, she still personally attends the National Black
Family Reunion, celebrated on
the National Mall in Washington.

Today In Black History

Virginia Hamilton, born
March 12, 1936, was an awardwinning author of children's books.
S h e w r ote over 35 books,
including “M. C. Higgins, the
Great,” for which she won the
National Book Award in 1974 and
the 1975 Newbery Medal.
Virginia Hamilton grew up in
Yellow Springs, Ohio. Virginia
Hamilton was named for her

grandfather's home state. She
attended Antioch College and
then transferred to Ohio State
University. She married the poet
Arnold Adoff in 1960. Virginia
loved old movies, trees, and Ohio
sunsets.
Hamilton's
first
book,
“Zeely,” as published in 1967,
and she continued to write for the
rest of her life. Her protagonists
are generally African-American.
She is known as a leader in the
field of African -Am eri can
children's literature.
During her lifetime, Virginia
Hamilton received numerous
awards, including the Edgar Allan
Poe Award, the Coretta Scott
King Award, the Boston Globe-

Horn Book Award, and the Hans
Christian Andersen Award.
T h e Vi rg i n i a Ham i l t o n
Conference on Multicultural
Literature for Youth has been held
at Kent State University each year
since 1984.
Hamilton died of breast
cancer in February 19, 2002.
Her book “Sweet Whispers,
Brother Rush” was awarded a
Boston Globe-Horn Book Award.
It is about a teenage girl, Tree,
who has difficulty getting over
the death of her brother Dab.
Hamilton said that she was
hesitant at first about including a
ghost in some scenes in the novel,
but that she later decided that “it
felt right.”

Janet Collins

Janet Collins was a ballet
dancer and choreographer.
Janet Collins was one of
the few classically trained
Louisiana Créole dancers of her
generation. In 1951 she won the
Donaldson Award for best
dancer on Broadway for her
work in Cole Porter's “Out of
This World” (musical). She also
did “Aida,” “Carmen” and was
the first Créole ballerina at the
Metropolitan Opera. She could
not tour in parts of the Deep

South due to her race. In later
life she taught dance.
Janet Collins was among the
pioneers of black ballet dancing
and set the way for others to
follow. Born on March 2, 1917
in New Orleans, she began her
successful carrier at the age of
twelve when she took up ballet
classes. She was fifteen years
old when she auditioned with
success, for the prestigious
Ballet Russe the Monte Carlos,
but she immediately refused the
role as she was required to paint
her face and skin white in order
to be able to perform. This was
in 1932.
Janet Collins struggled time
and again against racism, which
did not spare the world of professional ballet dancing. Not
many African-American dancers

and performers achieved the
successful carrier she was able
to attain. In 1951, Janet Collins
b ecam e t h e fi rs t Afri can American to perform in the
Metropolitan Opera in New
York.
Later on, she took on other
important roles in prestigious
plays. Janet Collins decided to
go solo by performing her own
work of art. She also gave
dancing classes at several
schools and universities. Janet
Collins passed away in 2003 at
the age of 86, in Forth Worth,
Texas. In recognition of her
great work and dedication, her
renowned cousin Carmen De
Lavallade established the Janet
Collins Fellowship which would
honor aspiring talented ballet
dancers.

Black History Month Ends
With Jazz Concert
At University Of South Florida!
What better way to end a
month of exciting events celebrating Black History Month
than with a swinging jazz
co n c e r t . T h a t i s e x a c t l y
how La-Tarri Canty, MSS,
Coordinator of Multicultural
Affairs planned it this year.
Canty is into her third year as
Coordinator of Multicultural
Affairs at USF, and the second
year that she has included a
jazz concert as an event in the
planned Black History Month
program. I had the opportunity to attend this exciting event,
and I’m so glad that I did. Not
only was the music great, but I
was also able to enjoy a Soul
Food Lunch served to all in
attendance. We dined on
de l i c i o u s f r i e d c h i c k e n ,
scrumptious macarroni and
cheese, lip-smaking collard
greens, mouthwatering
cornbread, delectible hot
peach cobbler, and a varied
selection of ice cold beverages.
What more could one ask for?
As for the music, Tampa
Bay master drummer Don
Capone and Friends were
taking care of business in his
usual toe tapping way. Capone
is the type of drummer who
takes no prisoners when it
comes to taking care of
musical business. He is a
master of rhymic expression,
and pushes and cajoles his
sidemen to heights of musical
brilliance. Occasionally, one
gets caught up with his witty
banter carried on between him
and his fellow musicians, and
it’s a delight to watch and
listen how they respond to
his encouragement. While
watching and listening to

Capone on this particular
afternoon, I couldn’t help but
render thoughts of the old
drummaster icon Art Blakey
and the Jazz Messengers.
Capone has taken on the
task of presenting some of the
best in youthful talent to the
Tampa Bay jazz audience. I
have personally witnessed and
heard some of the best young
jazz musicians that he has
hand-picked playing with him
on several jazz events. On this
afternoon, he had youngsters
Mike Senko on trumpet and
Florian Visan playing sixstring electric bass. Fingering
the keyboards, the ever
popular mainstay from St.
Petersburg John Thomas was
doing what he does best…
swing! Of course, Mr. Capone
was kicking it on drums.
The tight-knit group
opened with a favorite of mine
“All The Things You Are.”
Shades of Miles Davis. I had
to squeeze my eyes with my
forefingers to make sure that
what I was seeing and hearing
wasn’t a halucinatory vision.
On his first solo, Senko didn’t
blow the notes out of his horn,
he gently caressed them, one
by one, as if each note was a
delicate flower to be gathered
and placed in a beautiful floral
arrangement. It’s not often
that I can separately hear the
bass lines that underline a
musician’s solo, but on this
tune and the ones that
followed, I definitely could. It
may have been the six-strings
of Visan’s electric bass, but no
matter how created, it was
unquestionably some of the
hippest playing that I’ve heard

in a very long time.
During the first set of the
concert, the thought that continuously came to mine, was
why in the world didn’t more
of our youth get into this music
called jazz? It’s the type of
music that helps one to think
(improvisation), and what is
mostly noticed by older jazz
fans like myself is how mannerable young jazz musicians
are. What a huge difference
there is between jazz and hiphop enthusiasts.
Meanwhile, as the band
continued their fine playing,
their musical selections stayed
in a Miles Davis type groove
playing tunes that Miles either
wrote or is best known for such
as “Oleo,” “Song For My
Father” and “Impressions.”
The entire concert was a good
one, and the students and professors in attendance enjoyed
themselves immensely. As for
me, I have placed a mark on
my 2010 calendar to make sure
that I do not miss next year’s
Black History Celebration at
University of South Florida.
I’ll be looking forward to some
more entertaining jazz and of
course, more good eating.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website
at: rickgeesjazzjamm..com or email
me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

51 20 33 THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
PICK OF THE WEEK!

390
772
481

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
5-2 6-1
3-4 7-3
1-8 4-6

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES FOR OVER
3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. - 10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe / Maurice Sebastian

6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Brian Jay gives you your last drive and intimate sessions

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
T.O. In Buffalo Elicits ‘Wows’

BY JOHN WAWROW

Terrell Owens

Marv Levy had just stepped
off a plane in Chicago when a
friend informed him that Terrell
Owens had signed with the
Buffalo Bills.
The Hall of Fame coach's
first reaction was wondering if
the person picking him up at the
airport required a breathalyzer.
“I was surprised, naturally,
like everybody else,” the former
Bills coach and general manager
said by phone Sunday, “I verified it
a little bit later that it was true,
and that my friend hadn't been
drinking.”
T.O. in Buffalo certainly
takes some getting used to. The
Bills aren't the NFL's sexiest destination, and they've traditionally
operated on a low-profile, smallmarket scale, building mostly
with draft picks and mid-range
free agents. But the head-turning
news of the receiver signing a
one-year deal with the team
Saturday is, in fact, for real.
“Wow,” said Bills Hall-ofFame running back Thurman
Thomas. “I said it at the end of
last year that the Bills have to
make a big splash. This is a

bigger splash than I thought the
Bills organization would ever
make.”
Something this big hasn't
splashed in Buffalo since they
started construction on the Erie
Canal in the 1800s. And move
aside chicken wings, Owens
might be on the short end of his
career in entering his 15 NFL
season, but he can still draw
attention that's as hot as an
Anchor Bar drumstick.
Though Buffalo has been
home to numerous high-profile
athletes, including Thomas, Jim
Kelly, Bruce Smith, O.J.
Simpson and hockey's Dominik
Hasek and Gilbert Perreault, all
of them were either developed in
Buffalo or arrived early in their
careers.
Owens' situation is far
different.
Here's a bona fide A-list
athlete, capable of commanding
the modern-day electronic, 24hour news cycle with a rare combination of great skill and highmaintenance personality, landing
in a blue-collar town that former
Bills running back Willis
McGahee once complained
lacked any semblance of a
nightlife beyond Applebee's.
Even Owens, after stints in
San Francisco, Philadelphia and
Dallas, acknowledged how this
might initially seem a fish-outof-water fit.
“This may not be the most
ideal place for a lot of people, but

I'm the guy,” Owens said. “I beat
to my own beat sometimes, my
own thinking, my own intuition.
For me, this is an opportunity. It's
an interesting situation.”
What's also clear is that the
Bills needed the type of dramatic
boost
on offense and in
marketing
that Owens can
immediately provide.
As a receiver, he's among the
NFL's most prolific and capable
of providing the Bills' popgun
passing attack a much-needed 12 punch opposite Lee Evans.
Owens' 25 touchdowns receiving
over the past two years are one
fewer than Buffalo has produced
as a team over that span.
Marketing also plays a factor.
This is a team that hasn't
made the playoffs in nine years
and was coming off three consecutive 7-9 finishes under coach
Dick Jauron. And the Bills did
need to do something big to
counter the negative backlash
and threats of a fan revolt that
came at the end of last season
when owner Ralph Wilson
announced he would retain
Jauron after his contract expired.
It's no coincidence that
shortly after Owens was signed
that the Bills unveiled an Owens
No. 1 team jersey and textmessaged fans to announce that
their ticket office would be open
Sunday morning.
Bills
spokesman
Scott
Berchtold didn't have the final
numbers, but reported that sales

were brisk.
Suddenly a few more primetime network games aren't out of
the question, and don't forget the
team's annual regular-season
game in Toronto. The five-year
across-the-border series kicked
off to mixed reviews and
lukewarm reaction last year,
following a 16-3 loss to Miami at
which at least a third of those in
attendance were rooting for the
Dolphins.
This year's game, which has
yet to be scheduled, will now
feature an actual T.O. in T.O., as
Toronto is sometimes called.
“I think it's a great move,”
Thomas said. “I always said they
needed more play-makers out
there, and he's definitely one.”
Thomas discounted Owens'
reputation, and the extra baggage
of distraction that has followed
him throughout his career.
“He can be a headache
sometimes, but I just think that
comes with him being competitive,” Thomas said. “Nobody's
ever questioned his work ethic.
And I tell you what, he definitely
will be motivated because I think
he knows this might be his last
go-around at it.”
Even Levy, who favored
bringing in what he called “highplayers,
character”
reserved
judgment.
“Everybody knows about
him,” Levy said. “I remain an
avid Bills fan and supporter. I
hope it works out.”

Woods To Play WGC-CA Championship

Tiger Woods

After his second-round loss
at last week's WGC-Accenture
Match Play, Tiger Woods will
play his first stroke-play tournament since his ACL surgery at
the WGC-CA Championship
starting Thursday.

The March 12-15 tournament will be played at Doral, site
of three victories in Woods' professional career. He took home
the title every year from 2005 to
2007 and finished fifth last year.
Unlike at the WGC-Match
Play, Woods is assured four
rounds because the event doesn't
have a 36-hole cut. He hasn't
played a full 72-hole tournament
since his 91-hole U.S. Open
playoff victory last June at
Torrey Pines.
Overall, Woods owns 15
World Golf Championship titles

and has never finished outside
the top 10 in his career at Doral.
For the second straight
World Golf Championship,
every eligible player has entered
the tournament. The 77-man
field at Doral was determined by
the top 50 in the world ranking
and top players from money lists
around the world. Players still
can qualify after this week if they
move into the top 10 in the
FedEx Cup standings on the
PGA Tour or The Race to Dubai
in Europe, or if they are in the
top 50 in the world ranking

published Monday.
Geoff Ogilvy, the Match
Play champion for the second
time in four years, is the
defending champion at Doral.
Ogilvy won last year by one shot
over Retief Goosen, Jim Furyk
and Vijay Singh, with Woods
another shot behind.
“Tiger returning to the CA
Championship for his first
stroke-play event since getting
injured is absolutely huge for the
south Florida community,” tournament director Eddie Carbone
said.

QB Smith Agrees To Reduced Pay
To Stay In San Franicsco

Alex Smith

Quarterback Alex Smith is
staying with the San Francisco
49ers after agreeing Tuesday to a
restructured contract sharply
reducing his base salary.
The former No. 1 overall draft
pick was due to make nearly $10
million in the upcoming season
under the contract he signed in
2005. Financial terms weren't
immediately available, but the
49ers now have Smith under
contract for the next two years at a
salary more commensurate with
his four up-and-down seasons
with the club.

“Alex expressed a deep
interest to remain with the team,
and that feeling was mutual,” said
49ers general manager Scot
McCloughan, who would have
released Smith before training
camp without a reworked deal.
The deal allows Smith to join
the 49ers on Monday for their first
offseason team meetings and a
minicamp on the weekend under
Jimmy Raye, San Francisco's fifth
offensive coordinator in Smith's
five seasons. Smith couldn't have
participated in the workouts
without a new contract because of
insurance liabilities.
Smith missed most of the past
two seasons with injuries while
feuding with former coach Mike
Nolan. After Mike Singletary
replaced Nolan midway through
last season, Smith became more
outspoken about his desire to stay
in San Francisco.

Smith,
whose
recent
honeymoon delayed negotiations
on his new deal, is still hoping to
live up to the promise that
compelled the 49ers to choose
him at the top of the notoriously
flimsy 2005 draft ahead of Aaron
Rodgers, Braylon Edwards,
DeMarcus Ware and Shawne
Merriman.
The 49ers still believe the
former Utah star has potential he
hasn't tapped after just one full
season as their starter, in 2006.
Smith has passed for 4,679 yards
in 32 career games, throwing 19
touchdown passes and 31 interceptions.
Smith separated his throwing
shoulder in the fourth game of
2007 on a sack by Seattle's Rocky
Bernard. He attempted to return
quickly from the injury, but his
struggles opened a rift with Nolan,
with each accusing the other of

misunderstanding the injury.
Smith underwent shoulder
surgery after the season, but then
broke a bone elsewhere in his
shoulder. He didn't play at all last
season, undergoing more surgery
in October to clean up his
shoulder.
After the 49ers failed in their
pursuit of free agent quarterback
Kurt Warner last week, Smith is
expected to head into training
camp in competition for the
starting job with Shaun Hill, who
is 7-3 as a starter over the past two
seasons. San Francisco also
signed veteran quarterback
Damon Huard last week.
Raye is the 49ers' seventh
offensive coordinator in seven
seasons overall, and the annual
installation of a new scheme has
led to offenses that were the NFL's
worst in two of Smith's four
seasons.

Have any questions or comments
about TWC Sports? Please Email us at

sports@theweeklychallenger.com

Shooting From My Lip
Phillip Haywood, Jr.
Challenger Sportswriter
Offers His Two Cents On The World Of Sports

Trifectas
Diminish Tornadoes
Title Hopes

The Clearwater Tornadoes
and the Gainesville Purple
Hurricanes faced off for the
5Astate basketball title. Early
in the first quarter, the game
seemed to be evenly matched.
As the quarter progressed, the
Purple Hurricanes started to hit
shots from beyond the arc.
Senior guard Greg Gantt was
sizzling hot in the first quarter,
he scored nine points as
Gainesville took an early nine
point lead score of 15-7. In the
second quarter the Purple
Hurricanes continued to be
aggressive on the offensive
end, as they went on a 8-2 run.
Junior forward TJ Hall hit two
consecutive 3 pointers during
that run, as Gainesville built a
twelve point lead in the second
q u a r t e r. D e f e n s i v e l y, t h e
Purple Hurricanes clamped
down on the Tornadoes big
men. Junior Hall caught fire in
the second quarter as he put
up eleven points to give
Gainesville a fifteen point lead
late in the second quarter. The
Tornadoes cut into the lead as
the half came to a close and
they were down by the score of
28-17.
After halftime, the
To r n a d o e s l o o k e d l i k e a
different team. They cut the

deficit to seven points. Once
again the Purple Hurricanes
kept the pressure on offensively and the lead swelled back up
to ten points. Timely shooting
kept Gainesville up a score of
40-27 at the end of the third
quarter. The Tornadoes started
to come alive early in the
fourth and decisive quarter as
they closed the gap to six
points. They made a furious
run and cut the lead down to
two points. Gainesville went a
little cold from the field and
did not score until halfway
through the fourth quarter. The
Purple Hurricanes did not
score much from the field,
however down the stretch
Gainesville went 11of12 from
the charity stripe to pull away
from the Tornadoes to capture
the 5A title. Clearwater coach
mentioned a lot about how
they were not able to get back
in transition to guard against
their three point shooting.
Coach also said that part of his
teams problem was that they
“did not shoot well from the
arc.” Okaro White led the
Tornadoes with 21 points and 8
rebounds. Gainesville was led
by Greg Gantt with 27 points
and TJ Hall chipped in with 20
points for the winners.

Final Analysis
On Clearwater’s
State Title Run
Is it possible to dig your
way out of a deficit when a
team shoots 80 percent from
the arc? That is what happened
to Clearwater during their state
game. They did not do a good
job at making the proper
adjustments to stop the
Gainesville Purple Hurricanes
in their quest to win the 5A
state championship. What it
boiled down to is the
Tornadoes did not do a good
job when they had to defend in
transition. Here is an inside
look on some things that contributed to Clearwater’s loss.
DEFENSE:
Clearwater
did not make the right adjustment when it came down to
defending Gainesville’s three
point shooting. Their inability
to defend in transition pretty
much cost them the game in the
first two quarters. After that
they got on track however, the
damage had already been done.
Gainesville did a great job with
weak side help when the ball
went down low to Clearwater’s
twin towers, which prevented
them from being a big factor.
GUARD PLAY:
The
Tornadoes guard play was a bit
suspect from an offensive
standpoint. Cory Carden and
Regan O’Rourke shot a
combined 2/20 from the field.
Usually their guard combination produces on the offensive
end. Actually, they did a good

job getting the ball down to its
big men. You must give
Gainesville credit for its weak
side help on defense to neutralize the Tornadoes big men.
AT H E L E T I C I S M :
Clearwater actually did not
play a bad game, however the
Purple Hurricanes’ three point
shooting
doomed
the
Tornadoes early. Gainesville’s
team was a lot more athletic
than the Tornadoes and those
type of teams give them
problems. Here is a prime
example: early in the season
Lakewood, which did not start
anybody over 6’5, gave the
Tornadoes problems because of
their athletic ability.
At the top of the article I
mentioned that they shot 80
percent from the arc which was
correct, however they shot that
percentage in the first quarter
alone. For the game, they shot
53 percent, which was why the
Tornadoes could never rebound
from such a great shooting performance by the Purple
Hurricanes. If the Tornadoes
could have made early game
adjustments in its transition
defense, it’s a great possibility
that they would be having a
parade down Gulf to Bay
Boulevard. There you have it
my final analysis on what was a
great run for the title run by the
Clearwater Tornadoes.
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NATIONAL NEWS

FAMU Law Trial Teams Leave
Mark At Competitions

Campaign For High School
Equity Calls To Department Of
Education For Commitment

ORLANDO - Demonstrating
their superior advocacy skills,
three teams of Florida A&M
University (FAMU) College of
Law students received high honors
at regional trial competitions and
two of those teams are advancing
to the finals at the national level.
The American Bar Association
Client
Counseling
Team,
comprised of third-year law
students Ricky Favors and Seyi
Jemmott, won their Regional
Competition and will represent
FAMU and Region 5 in the ABA
National Finals in Durham, North
Carolina from March 13 through
14. The FAMU team beat out a
total of eleven competing teams
and placed first for preliminary
rounds through the finals.
Elizabeth Kirk, a recent FAMU
College of Law graduate, coached
the team. As a consequence of this
win, FAMU Law will host the
ABA
Client
Counseling
Competition next year.
The Trial Team of thirdyear law students Alexis Carter,
Crystal Harmon, and Christine
Richardson, and second-year law
student Daniel Whitley were the
first runners-up at the Southern

Seyi Jemmott (3L), left, and Ricky Favors (3L), right, won the
American Bar Association( ABA) Client Counseling
Regional Competition and will represent
FAMU and Region 5 at Nationals in Durham, N.C.

Region Black Law Students
Association (BLSA), Thurgood
Marshall Mock Trial Team
Competition in Nashville. The
second-place finish makes the
team eligible to compete at the
BLSA National Competition in
Irvine, Calif., March 18-22.
Richardson was named Best
Advocate in the competition. The
team was coached by staff
Attorney Ka’Juel Washington, a
member of the inaugural FAMU
law class.
The Moot Court Team of
second-year law students, Sean
Campbell and Truleia Fuller, rep-

resented FAMU law in the
Southern Region BLSA Frederick
Douglass Moot Court Competition
held in Nashville. The team
advanced to the quarterfinal round
with an undefeated record before
being eliminated. Campbell was
named Best Oralist in the competition. The team was coached by
Professor William Henslee.
“The success of our law
student teams in trial competitions
demonstrates how seriously we
take our advocacy training,” said
LeRoy Pernell, dean of the FAMU
College of Law.

FAMU Student Government
Association Presents The State
Of The Black Student Summit

TALLAHASSEE - Florida
A&M University’s Student
Government Association along
with the Florida State University
Black Student Union will
present the Third Annual State
of the Black Student Summit on
April 2. This year’s theme is
“The Pursuit: How Obama and
Hip-Hop Can Renew America’s
Promise.” The two-day event
will feature workshops and
panel discussions.
“The State of the Black
Student Summit was first
p re sented to the ca mpus
community by the Student
Government Association in
2005 as a vehicle by which our

students could access the
wisdom and unique experiences
of accomplished intellectuals,
artists and innovators,” said
Andrew Collins, FAMU’s
student body president and university trustee.
Hip-Hop Grub Spot, the title
sponsor for the event and the
first hip-hop themed healthy
food franchise, expressed their
excitement about their involvement with The Summit.
Joshua Fahiym Ratcliffe,
president of Hip-Hop Grub Spot
and former editor-in-chief of
Source Magazine said, “This is a
great opportunity for everyone
involved because it will show

how hip-hop can be a tool of
progress for its most important
stakeholders, the students.”
Marcus Winder, Florida
State University Black Student
Union co-chair for the Summit,
said, “This is the first time the
two universities have come
together for event of this
magnitude. We are really excited
about the event.”
The event is free and open to
the public. For more information, contact Kianta Key
at sbss08@gmail.com. For
corporate sponsorship information or guest information,
contact Sean Mitchell at
sbss.sponsorship@gmail.com.

Another Side Of The Cigarette Tax

BY DAN EVANS ,
FLORIDA STAR REPORTER

The Florida Legislature is
considering a bill that will
increase the state excise tax on a
pack of cigarettes from 33.9
cents to $1. This tax would be in
addition to the 62 cents tax per
pack passed by the Federal government earlier this month. If
the bill passes in Florida, excise
taxes will be increased by 400
percent on each pack of cigarettes in a matter of a few
months.
Although several advocacy
groups have voiced their
support of the new excise tax,
very little attention has been
given to who will actually pay
the tax. Who are Florida’s
smokers? If the bill passes, who
will bear the burden of the
increase?
A comparison of average
smokers data and income guidelines for the state of Florida
shows that one in four smokers
live below the poverty line and
55 percent of smokers are classified as the working poor.
“It is not fair that the Florida
Legislature is considering any
taxes that will disproportionately impact economically disad-

vantaged citizens,” said George
“Ysryll” Dixon, the president of
Working Floridians Against
Cigarette Tax (WFACT). When
asked why he formed the organization Ysryll stated, as a
community activist, I thought
that it was important to focus
our attention and gain support
for a part of our community that
has no voice. “It is a regressive
tax and it just isn’t fair.”
As explained in a Fairtax
Florida Article from the institute
on Taxation and Economic
Policy, the cigarette tax is considered regressive because lowincome Floridians are more
likely to smoke than upperincome taxpayers. The cigarette
tax is the same fixed amount of
33.9 cents for the wealthiest
smoker as it is for the very
poorest Florida resident. The tax
represents a much bigger share
of income for low-income
families than for wealthier
Floridians.
Lower income Floridians
who smoke are a part of the
working class and unemployed.
According to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, construction
workers, mechanics, operators,
laborers and service workers on
average spend 131 percent more

than managers and professionals on tobacco products.
Florida’s smokers are the blue
collar workers and those
looking for jobs in the state.
Many questions have been
asked about why we need the
tax. Is the tax to help balance the
budget or for health reasons?
Representative James “Jim”
Waldman, D-Coconut Creek,
the sponsor of HB-11 stated, the
“bill is less about filling public
coffers, and more about not
filling coffins.” In response to
this comment, Ysryll stated, if
legislators are concerned about
the health of Floridians, there
are several things that they can
tax to try to change habits. “It is
interesting to me that legislators
are singling out cigarettes a
product that is primarily
consumed by the working class
instead of taxing saturated fats
and fast food restaurants when
saturated fats cause hypertension which is one of the leading
causes of death for AfricanAmericans. There are several
things that are not good for us. I
only ask that our legislators look
at both sides of the issue, see
that this tax hurts the working
poor, and vote against the bill.”

WA S H I N G T O N President Obama and Congress
have taken steps in the right
direction by investing in
education as part of plans to
address the nation’s economic
challenges, including relief for
states to help all students stay on
the path to high school graduation, according to the Campaign
for High School Equity
(CHSE), a coalition of leading
ci v i l r i g h t s o rg a n i z a t i o n s
working on high school
education reform.
Ye t , i n l i g h t o f t h e
president’s ambitious goals for
American college graduation
rates and global competitiveness, CHSE asserts that the
initial
education
reforms,
included in the stimulus bill, do
not go far enough. To effect real
change, the federal government
must direct funding to compre-

hensive high school reform and
hold high schools accountable
for improved student achievement.
As students of color and
En g l i s h l a n g u a g e l e a r n e r s
continue to grow as a proportion
of the total student population,
they remain underrepresented
among high school graduates,
with some subgroups achieving
a lower than 50 percent graduation rate. To implement an
ec o n o m i c r e c o v e r y p l a n ,
without an intentional focus on
the needs of these students, is a
colossal mistake that has serious
long-term implications.
Thus, as his department
hammers out the details, CHSE
calls on U.S. Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan to
direct the maximum allowable
portion of the stimulus bill’s
school improvement funds to

secondary schools, which traditionally have not received an
adequate share of federal
resources.
“All students have the right
to a high school education that
will expand their opportunities
to become productive and prosperous adults. Further, investing
in the workers and business
leaders of tomorrow is a critical
component of the nation’s
efforts to rescue our economy,”
said Michael Wotorson, CHSE
executive director. “We must
focus on improving educational
opportunities for all students
an d , i n t h e w o r d s o f t h e
president, create a system in
which ‘dropping out of high
school is no longer an option,’
or we risk long-term economic
decline and the creation of a
permanent underclass.”

Republicans Say Obama’s
Plan Is Irresponsible

BY CHARLES BABINGTON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

WASHINGTON (AP) Republican leaders continued
th e i r a t t a c k s o n P r e s i d e n t
Barack Obama’s handling of the
economy Tuesday, calling it
irresponsible and certain to
increase taxes and federal debt.
Responding to Obama’s
televised speech to a joint
se s s i o n o f C o n g r e s s , t o p
Republicans said the president
relies too heavily on spending,
and not enough on tax cuts, to
try to revive the gasping
economy. They said they want
to work with Obama, and
sometimes blamed congressional Democrats more than him.
But their criticisms were sharp
and plentiful.
“The way to lead is not to
raise taxes and put more money
and power in hands of
Washington politicians,” said
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal,
an Indian-American who gave
the Republican Party’s official
response. The massive
economic stimulus bill recently
enacted by Obama and congressional Democrats, Jindal said,
will expand the government,
“increase our taxes down the
line, and saddle future generations with debt.”
“It’s irresponsible,” said
Jindal, who is eyeing a presidential bid in 2012 and frequently
cited his accomplishments in
Louisiana.
The
tone
of
the
Republicans’ response was in
keeping with their nearly
unanimous opposition to the
$787 billion economic stimulus
bill, which was backed by only
three Republicans in the Senate
and none in the House. Some
Democrats and independents
think the Republicans are blundering and misreading most

CELEBRATE

continued from front page

18-20, publishers from around the
nation also visit with congressional leaders - Democrats and
Republicans - in the spirit of the
first editorial printed on the front
page of the journal. It stated, “We
wish to plead our own cause. Too
long have others spoken for us.”
It continues, “Too long has the

Americans’ sentiments about
the need for massive government action to help the
economy.
In the latest New York
Times/CBS News poll, about
three-fourths said Obama was
trying to be bipartisan, and
almost as many faulted the
response of Republican
officials, which was seen as
politically motivated.
Despite such findings,
Republican lawmakers say they
believe they will be proven right
in the long run.
House Republican leader
John Boehner of Ohio said
Tuesday that Republicans want
to help Obama find “responsible
solutions to the challenges
facing our nation, but thus far
congressional leaders in the
president’s own party have
stood in the way”.
Boehner, Jindal and other
Republicans repeatedly accused
Democrats of wanting to raise
taxes, but the Obama-backed
stimulus package has extensive
tax cuts.
Jindal acknowledged that to
some degree, Republicans
deserved the drubbing they took
in the last two national
elections.
“You elected Republicans to
champion limited government,
fiscal discipline, and personal
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y. I n s t e a d ,
Republicans went along with
earmarks and big government
spending in Washington”.
Now, he said, “our party is
determined to regain your
trust.”
Still, some Republican criticisms ignored the big deficits
that occurred when George W.
Bush was president and
Republicans controlled the
House and Senate.
“Washington shouldn’t be
spending money that we don’t

have,” House Republican Whip
Eric Cantor said in his response
to Obama’s speech. He said
Republicans will work with
Obama, but they will not betray
core principles.
Senate Republican Leader
Mitch McConnell was rather
conciliatory in his response
to O b a m a ’s s p e e c h . “ A l l
Americans were proud eyewitnesses to history as an AfricanAmerican president addressed a
joint session of Congress for the
first time,” he said.
“We will have our differences in working together”,
McConnell said. “Republicans
believe the road back to prosperity is paved with greater
personal freedom, not bigger
government.”
Taking advantage of his
moment in the national
spotlight, Jindal publicized a
Web link Tuesday (www.bobbyjindal.com/sotu/)
allowing
respondents to receive early
excerpts of his televised
response, and to donate to his
political organization. Jindal
also collected their e-mail and
postal addresses, which could
prove handy in a presidential
race.
Jindal opened his remarks
by hailing Obama’s racial
breakthrough. “Like the
president’s father, my parents
came to this country from a
distant land,” he said, referring
to India.
In what sometimes sounded
like a presidential campaign
speech, Jindal said Washington
should follow examples set by
some
state
governments,
including Louisiana’s.
“Since I became governor,”
he said, “we cut more than 250
earmarks from our state budget”
and “cut taxes six times,
including the largest income tax
cut in the history of our state.”

public been deceived by misrepresentations in things which
concern us dearly….”
“The publishers will also participate in an annual ceremony in
the Browsing Room at Howard
University, which houses Black
Press archives and a shrine
honoring deceased heroes and
heroines of the Black Press,” says
Leavell.
“We are looking forward to

our celebration of our founding in
1827 by Samuel Cornish and
John Russwurm and other distinguished Publishers of note such
as Frederick Douglass, Ida B.
Wells, Dr. Carlton Goodlett of
California and many, many more
that understood the importance of
the Black Press and sacrificed
personal fortune to give a voice to
the voiceless.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

(to book your travel engagements)

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

(727) 686-9356

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Bishop
Raymond T.
Baker, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...............................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship..................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

THE ROCK

(727) 327-8708

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

NOW AVAILABLE!

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

OF

SERVICES

Sunday

McCabe United Methodist Church

Place Your Church Here!

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

This Space! 727-896-2922

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Call Today To Reserve

Advertise in the
Church Directory!
CALL
727-896-2922

A Discipleship Making Community

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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• Friday Night, 7:00 p.m., New Artist Showcase
• Saturday Morning, 8:30 a.m., Workshops
• Saturday Night, 6:00 p.m., Conference Musical featuring The Clark Sisters
• Sunday Night, 5:00 p.m., Concert Finale featuring Kierra “Kiki” Sheard
Sponsor Opportunities • VIP Sponsor Luncheon with The Clark Sisters
Vendor Opportunities • Preferred Seating for Registered Delegates at all events

